
On February 3, 2005, the AMC12 satellite
was placed into orbit, making use of EADS
SODERN SED16 star trackers as primary
sensors for its AOCS. This is the first time
ever, that a commercial telecommunication
satellite relies on star trackers for its attitude
measurement. The AMC12 satellite, based on
the Alcatel Space SpaceBus 4000 platform, has
been delivered on April 8, to SES Americom,
after successful completion of the in-orbit
acceptance tests.

This world first has been followed shortly
afterwards by the launch of the APSTAR
telecommunication satellite on April 12,
making successful use of two SED26 star
trackers (ITAR-free version of the SED16).
The APSTAR satellite has been manufactured
by Alcatel Space, for APT Sat Ltd.

These achievements are in direct line with
the flawless in-flight operation of the 12
SED16 already flown for other applications.
Since its maiden flight on-board SPOT 5 in
May 2002, the SED16 has accumulated

more than 180,000 hours of in-orbit operation,
on 9 different satellites (as of mid-June 2005).

SED16: a star tracker for any mission,
for every customer 

- more than 80 SED16/26/36 sold
- for more than 15 end-users

- in more than 10 countries

SED16
A world first

SED16 with 40¡ baffle
and vertical mount

SED16 with 25¡ baffle
and horizontal mount

AMC 12
Satellite

F i r s t  s t a r  t r a c k e r  t o  e n s u r e  a t t i t u d e
m e a s u r e m e n t  o n  a  c o m m e r c i a l
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s a t e l l i t e

SPOT5
Satellite
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